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(ENGLISH TRANSLATION) 

Ref. No.: Chichuan No. 09183006965 
Date of Receipt: April 26, 2002 
FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

1. APPLICATION NO.: 89124046 

2. TITLE: HIGH RELIABILITY FORENSIC COLOR MARKING SYSTEM 

3. APPLICANT: Hewlett-Packard Company 
ADDRESS: U.S.A. 

4. ATTORNEYS: Patrick I.C. Yun and William W.L. Chen 
ADDRESS: 7th Fl., No. 248, Section 3, Nanking East Road, Taipei 

5. FILING DATE: November 14, 2000 

6. PRIORITY: USSN 09/546247 filed April 10, 2000 

7. CONTENTS OF ACTION: 
SUBJECT: 

This application shall not be granted an Invention Patent pursuant to Article 20.2 of the 
Patent Law. 

REASONS: 

1. The invention of this application comprises: encoding system information identifying the 
printer into an information marker; calculating and encoding the checksum into a 
checksum information; superimposing at least one encoded forensic marking onto 
source data; and printing the output data so as to produce marked image. 

2. With reference to the description set forth in the Specification, it is noted that in 
conventional systems, the forensic markings may be small markings in the blank areas 
of the image. However, since the image may have yellow contents, including forensic 
markings, the forensic markings superimposed on the image may be corrupted such that 
the markings cannot be identified. This invention comprises the superimposition of the 
forensic encoded markings on the checksum for information markers and then printing it 
out. In order to avoid any significant degradation of the image quality, adjacent forensic 
markings are offset from each other by one pixel-row. However, the Claims of this 
invention do not particularly point out encoding methods or forensic methods involved 
therein, but are defined merely by the words "superimposing" and "checksum," both of 
which are implicit calculation processes. It is noted that the process for encoding image 
has been disclosed in the prior art, as evidenced by R.O.C. Patent Publication No. 
364957 (published on July 21, 1999), which has disclosed that the encoded image is 
printed out in transparencies, and thus is identical to the encoding method of this 
invention. The encoded marking in color in the claimed method may fail to work due to 
the superimposition of a color filter or a color transparency thereon. Therefore, this 
invention involves a simple utilization of the prior technology and is readily achievable by 
those skilled in the art and thus, is devoid of inventive step. 

Due to the REASONS set forth above, this application is not in agreement with the provisions 
in Articles 20.1.1 and 20.2 of the Patent Law and accordingly, shall not be granted an 
Invention Patent. 

Sealed by 

Ming-Pang Chen 
Director 

Note: If dissatisfied with this Office Action, the Applicant may file a Request for 
Re-examination within 30 days of the day following the date of receipt of this Action. 
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